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Protecting Our Rivers
In 2008 we finally passed a Federal No 
Discharge designation that encompasses 
not only the North and South Rivers but 
the coasts of Marshfield, Scituate and 
Cohasset.  The passage of this designation 
makes it illegal for boats to discharge waste 
in these coastal waters.  
 At the same time that this was passed 
we obtained funding from the Bilezekian 
Family Foundation to develop and distrib-
ute information on pump out services and 
the designation to area boaters.  Laminated 
cards and brochures are available free to 
boaters at area marinas and harbormasters 
offices.  As boating season approaches 
please look for them at these outlets or 
contact us and we will send one to you!

The Year in Review - Protect, Educate, Restore

RiverWatch
April 2009 

THE NORTH AND SOUTH RIVERS WATERSHED ASSOCIATION, INC.

Protecting Land Critical to 
Water Protection
Thanks to the Marshfield members who 
heeded our call to action and attended the 
Special Town Meeting this past October 
to save more land critical to our water-
shed!  Two parcels in particular were 
supported by your efforts-the Buckles and 
Board parcel along the South River on Rte 
139 and a 25-acre parcel that abuts already 
protected land along on the North River.  
This shows why we should keep Commu-
nity Preservation strong in our watershed. 
 Another year goes by and we thank 
you for your continued commitment to 
clean healthy water and rivers. We frankly 
cannot do it without you. Your time, 
activism, talents and the critical funding 
support you provide are what sustains this 
watershed.
 Thank you.

Samantha Woods, Executive Director

Educating the Next 
Generation of River Stewards

Through a generous grant from the 
Scituate Rotary Club we were able to 
take every Scituate 5th grader on a field 
trip to familiarize the students with their 
watershed, the water cycle, and to visit 
their water supply (the First Herring 
Brook) and wastewater treatment plants.  
This year we are going to be reaching out 
to conduct this field trip with more schools 

Teaching by Example
After three years of hard work from our 
staff and numerous partnerships with 
volunteers, schools, and garden clubs we 
have finally completed the installation of 
a demonstration rain garden in 11 South 
Shore towns.  Each rain garden was 
built to filter, cleanse and replenish our 
watershed with clean water.  The goal 

of the project is to educate others about 
these simple landscaping features that can 
help us maintain a healthy rivershed and 
hopefully inspire homeowners and towns 
to adopt these techniques.  Please take a 
tour of these rain gardens this spring – see 
page 9 for locations near you.

in the watershed! Our ultimate goal is to 
provide this kind of educational opportu-
nity to every 5th grader in our watershed. 
(5th grade is when Massachusetts students 
are taught the water cycle.)
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Digging in the Garden of Soul and Stewardship

I 
write this letter in mid-February on the first day the thermometer has pushed fifty degrees in a very long time. De-
spite the cold, the sun hangs higher and the mocking birds call with avidity, anticipating the heady arrival of Spring.  
As the melting snow reveals the bare ground, the sun warms the first few inches of topsoil and the annual return of 
the stirring smell of the “good earth” arrives. My wife Sarah lays out our kitchen garden on graph paper. The list of 
herbs, rosemary, fennel, basil, lemon grass and chocolate mint all suggest future meals prepared together during our 

favorite, traditional Sunday afternoon pursuit. Visions of garden tomatoes, snap peas, bell peppers and summer squash will 
help get us through the cruel months of March and April. Our compost bin, despite the colder temperatures this winter, is 
ready to be turned into the garden after the last deep frost. The last high tide has already delivered this year’s salt marsh hay 
right to our raised beds. The sizable dent in our stacks of cordwood has made room for next years supply. I believe there is 
no exercise more enjoyable than cutting and splitting firewood. I think much of the work in winter is preparing for the year 
ahead, cordwood and garden plans are small but tangible tributes to the faith of future. 

Years ago, I worked for the Natural Resources Trust of Easton, an amazing non-profit that provided activities for a very 
diverse population. The NRT contracted with Easton’s Public School system. Our staff would visit classrooms and students 
would come to our site for continued environmental education. Our garden program was one of the most rewarding. In the 
Spring, third graders would plant seeds for the greenhouse, later the seedlings would be planted in designated plots in the 
community garden on campus, in the Summer it was the responsibility of the students to tend to their crops. The following 
fall, as fourth graders, students would return for our harvest program to reap the benefits of their stewardship.

Gardening is an effective way to instill the values of stewardship. Stewardship teaches; commitment, planning, hard-work, 
adjusting to unforeseen variables, decision making and seeking allegiance with others. Gardening is just one example of the 
faith of future common to all acts of stewardship. 

As we are mired in tough economic times, it reminds me a little bit of winter, hunkered down, optimistically challenged, 
waiting for a sign, wishing for gardens. Even our board meetings of late, have a doleful tenor. We struggle with budgets, in-
vestment decisions, diminished grant opportunities and membership numbers. Our staff, who have the most to lose, remind 
us to push forward with plans to reach and engage our younger populations! We review reports that indicate although our 
membership numbers dip a little, our members are giving more! Our events are packed! There are signs of optimism! Sow 
those seeds of faith of future! Start digging in the garden of soul and stewardship! 

On behalf of the NSRWA Board, we thank each and every one of you for your continued support of the mission of the North 
and South Rivers Watershed Association. We share your faith in future and come about the day of the Great River Race, we 
will be glad to trade you twenty-five zucchinis for that early girl tomato.  

Thanks and see you on the rivers.            

Doug Lowry, President 

Letter From The 
President
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Doug Gray is the owner of 
Billington Sea Kayak in 
Plymouth (www.billington-
seakayak.com).  He is a long 
time friend and supporter 

of rivers and watersheds, including the 
North and South Rivers Watershed.  
Doug has been donating the kayak to the 
NSRWA’s kayak raffle every year since 
1995 allowing us to raise thousands of 
dollars to help us protect and restore our 
rivers and educate the next generation of 
river stewards.  Through his personal and 
business commitments Doug is an inspira-
tion to those who work for clean and 
healthy rivers and watersheds.

How long have you been a member of 
the North and South Rivers Watershed 
Association?
I am really not sure, that’s how long it has 
been! Well over a decade! I think it was 
1993.

How did you first come to know about the 
NSRWA?
I read about the things that the NSRWA 
was doing to help the rivers and knew 
some of the people involved.

Why do you support the NSRWA?
Because it is obviously a proactive organi-
zation. For years I have said it is a bunch 
of nice people who do great things . . . 
without it the rivers’ health would not 
be nearly as good as it is nor would it be 
improving.

What has been your favorite part of par-
ticipating in our events?
I like the idea of giving a boat to the water-
shed for their raffle since it helps them to 

be able to continue to work on the mission 
of restoring and protecting the rivers. 

What concerns you most about the future 
of the watershed?
Development and its impacts worry me 

the most - overuse of 
natural resources, the 
disruption of natural 
filtering systems, the 
destabilization of our 
natural world.  The 
proliferation of roads, 
paved surfaces and the 
creation of stormwater 

runoff are of big concern to me.

Where is your favorite place in the water-
shed?
My fondest memories are of Couch Beach 
in Marshfield on the North River. Stop-
ping there with groups - including some of 
the trips we have done together.  Having 
lunch and talking with people. A beautiful 
spot to be able to enjoy the river and get 
out of your boat. 

What is one thing you think everyone who 
lives in the watershed should know about 
the watershed?
Having been involved with the Billington 
Sea Watershed in Plymouth it is surprising 
just how extensive the watershed really 
is and how few people understand the 
impact they can have on a body of water.  
Because in most of the watershed poeple 
can’t see the water so they tend to forget 
or are unaware in the first place that how 
they treat their land has a direct impact.  It 
can be pretty eye opening for people that 
don’t see the water to understand how 
their actions (or inactions) can have an 
impact on the watershed. 

Doug Gray of Billington Sea Kayak in Plymouth

by Samantha Woods, Executive Director

NSRWA PEOPLE

Rivershed Steward Profile: Doug Gray

The NSRWA Steward Profile is a series of 
interviews of active volunteers that have 
contributed their skills, hard work and 
commitment to the North and South Rivers 
watershed community. The NSRWA thanks 
each of our volunteers —our organization 
thrives because of your participation. 

“Please Help Raise Funds for 
the Watershed- Buy a Kayak 

Raffle Ticket!”  - Doug Gray
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Watersheds are Worth the Investment!
The NSRWA would like to thank all of our members, businesses, supporters and part-
ners for their continued support in the face of so much economic uncertainty.  We know 
it is not easy to give when the future seems uncertain, but giving to a nonprofit is still 
one of the best investments you can make. 

We make every dollar donated go a long way in protecting and restoring our watershed.  
For every $1 you donated last year, the NSRWA leveraged an additional $1.75...that’s a 
175% return on your investment in clean, healthy, sustainable watersheds and rivers!  

The struggle to protect and restore our water and rivers is a long and difficult road. The 
immediate pressures people feel every day are real and often overwhelm us, making it 
difficult to see the forest through the trees. But real progress has been made and will 
continue to be made if we are committed to making our rivers and watersheds healthy 
for our children and grandchildren to cherish and enjoy. We hope we can count on your 
continued support while we navigate these troubled waters.  The watershed and rivers 
we leave for the next generation will be the measure of our commitment today.

NSRWA MEMBERS
$2500 and Up  
Herb & Paulie Emilson  
Janet & William Fairbanks 
Pam Kohlberg 

Benefactor $1000 - $2,500
Anonymous (2)  
Mark DiRico  
Thomas Hall  
Craig & Daniel Hannafin  
Valmai Hilton  
Alan & Janet Holbrook  
James Hughes
Sylvester Fund  
Cap Vinal

Patron $500 - $999  
Bill Bicknell & Jane Hale  
Paul Coolidge  
Kathleen & David Donahue 
Susan & Gib Hammond  
Peter & Julie Kelly-Detwiler 
Richard & Jackie Leach  
Debbie & Bruce Lenahan  
Doug & Sarah Lowry  
Bill Stanton & Lisa Lenon

Sponsor $100 - $499  
Martine Anderson  
Joe Armstrong 
Sandy & Bob Bacon  
Cynthia Bayley  
Eliot & Constance Beal  
Bill Begley   
Alvin Bennett  
Del Berrada  
Mark Bianchi  
Len & Dolly Bicknell  
Gregory & Wendy Bilezikian 
Daniel Blaney  
John & Linda Bodenmann
David & Judy Bond  
Lebaron Briggs  
Kathleen & Christopher Burgess 
Helen Burgess  
Donna Burrell & Jane Eggerstedt 
Joanne Butterall  

Michael Caplan & Melissa Robin 
Susan Caron  
Norman Cedarstrom  
Jean & Jack Christensen  
Bob & Joan Christie  
Richard & Patricia Clemence 
Brian & Gracemarie Concannon 
Debbie & Thomas Cook  
Susan Cooper Cronyn  
Mary & Clayland Cox  
David & Lynn DeGhetto  
Alison & Ned Demong  
Hank & Helen DeSantis  
Andy & Kathy Detwiler  
Edmund Di Iorio  
Digger & Susan Donahue  
Charles & Sandra Drea  
Mary Eliot   
Bea Ellis   
Billy & Linda Evans  
Peter & Roberta Fairbanks 
Nancy & Gar Ferguson  
Glendine Fields  
Janet Fisher   
Arthur & Jacqueline Garceau 
Brian & Leslie Golemme  
Ralph & Betsy Gordon  
Elizabeth Grady  
Kathleen Greland-Oliver  
Peter & Pattie Hainer  
Richard & Lois Hall  
Russ & Laura Haskell  
Warren & Mary Hayes  
Robert & Jane Hayes  
Andrew & Denise Hebert  
Faith Heneghan  
Dean & Caroline Hobbs  
Jonathan Hobill  
Joseph Holston  
Sally Hopfner  
Joan Hopkins & Greg Nielsen 
Carl & Martha Hurtig  
Steve & Jeanne Ivas  
Paul & Elizabeth Jevne  
Adrienne Johnson & Christopher  
 Hall 
Dan & Karen Jones  

Jean Jordan  
Ken & Susan Kellaway  
Russell & Patricia Kelley  
James & Maureen Kelliher 
James Kilroy  
Rob & Peg Knight  
William Krusell  
Geri & Steve LaBreck  
Russell & Jennifer Landon  
Bradshaw & Janet Langmaid 
Doris Lewald  
Alexa Lewis  
Bayard & Wendy Livingston 
Natalie Loomis  
Elaine Lowry  
Don & Marilyn MacLellan 
Donald & Mary Marks  
Peg & Phil Mason  
Jody McDonough & Robert Rosata 
Robert & Sheila McMackin 
David & Karen McPherson 
Frank McPherson  
Bruce Meacham  
Andrea & Paul Miller  
Pieter & Susan Mimno  
Don Moberg  
Carol & Ed Mosel  
Mike Moyer & Mary Coogan 
Francis & Sally Murphy  
Richard Murray  
John & Deborah O’Leary  
Phil & Jane O’Sullivan  
Kim & Christine Peters  
Carol & Bruce Pettersen  
Marty & Adria Pitkow  
Gordon & Annellen Pulsifer 
Kerry & Kathy Richardson 
Peter Rider & Judy Meredith 
Ron & Nancy Robertson  
Craig & Jeanne Robinson  
Charles & Winnie Lou Rounds 
Jeanne Ryer & Bill Levin  
Don & Louise Salvatore  
Scott Sanderson  
Robert Schlesier  
Roger & Ann Schweda  
Joe & Diane Scott  

Tim & Kate Simpson  
Robert Skolnick  
Deb & Richard Smith  
Robert & Suzanne Smith  
Alice Smyth   
Michael Solimando  
Dale Southworth  
John & Kay Spurr  
Hubert & Rosemary Spurway 
Michael & Judy St. Jean  
Karen Stone & Michael Waddell 
Ursula & Michael Stone  
Joseph & Cheryl Strazdes  
Andrew Sullivan  
Terence & Sheila Tedeschi 
Shelby & Dan Texeira  
Gary & Cindy Lou Thomas 
Doug & Kathi Thomson  
Timothy Timmermann & Tracey  
 Palmer  
Lisa & David Tompson  
Barbara & Jim Toomey  
James & Peg Tower  
Dick & Martha Twigg  
Peter & Paula Tyack  
Julie & Al Uhler  
Lance & Kristine VanLenten 
Gary VanWart  
Beverly Vernon  
Ann Wagner  
Ronald White  
Michael & Susan Wolfe  
Cary & Barbara Wolinsky  
Robert & Judith Yorke  
Jack Zarkauskas

Supporter $50 - $99  
Bob & Barbara Alexander  
Scott & Laura Anderson  
Gary & Mary Beth Anderson 
Robert & Georgette Anzalone 
Peter & Betsy Appleby  
John & Lois Arnold  
Sarah Axel  
Scott & Marcia Babcock  
Mary & Alexander Bai  
Mark & Dolores Bailey  
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Chris & Beth Bailey  
Ginny Ballou  
David & Kate Banks  
Bob & Virginia Bartlett  
Elizabeth Bates  
Stephen & Lynn Baum  
David Beal & Kathleen Almand 
Ann Berard   
Kezia, Chris & Abel Bernstein 
Lesley & Akos Beszterczey 
Sheila Blake  
Linda Bornstein  
Jim Brawders  
Robert Brian  
Wes Brooks & Deb Swanson 
Donna & Richard Brown  
James Brown  
Marion Browning  
Gretchen & Robert Burnham 
Dorothy Busiek  
Ralph Butler  
Jeffrey & Sylvia Caira  
Alfred & Deborah Cappucci 
Robert & Kathleen Carr  
Liz & Joe Carreiro  
Frances Carriere  
Sue Carson   
Jonathan Choate & Katharine 
 Leggat  
Paula Christie  
Joseph Ciocca  
Tom & Patricia Clark  
Virginia Coburn  
Rob & Jackie Collari  
Jack & Patricia Conway  
John & Maritta Cronin  
Kevin Cronk  
Gordon & Betty Crossley  
Andrew & Janie Culbert  
Katey Cullen & John Kessinger 
Joe & Kelly Cummings  
Michael & Anne Cuneo  
John & Anna Danehey  
David & Cheri Dauphinee 
Robert Davis  
Virginia Day  
Michael Dean & Karen Vieira 
Patricia DeGiulio & David 
 Titalbaum  
Norma Delaney  
Matthew DeLuca & Carol Kilroy 
Donna DeNicola & Roban  
 O’Keeffe  
Josephine Desmond  
Robert & Betsey Detwiler  
Jonathan & Laurie Detwiler 
Jim Dolloff  
John Draheim  
Merilyn & Kevin Dunn  
John Dunne  
Kenneth Dye  
William Earle  
John & Linda Eaton  
Bob & Peggy Elder  
Bruce & Jane Estabrooks  
Karen Ewanich  
Ellen & Peter Fallon  
Karen Farber  
Neil & Karen Farmer  
William & Kathleen Fay  
Augustino Forcucci  
Harriet & Chuck Frary  
Austine Frawley 
Robert & Louise Frehill  
Caryl Gaudette  
Ken Gibson & Pauline Bennett 
Giuseppe Gioioso  
Del & Robert Goodell  
Steve & Priscilla Grable  
Allan. Greenberg & Lisa Foley 
Kevin & Laurie Greene  
James Greene  
William Grimm & Deborah Shadd 

Karen Haffner  
Dan & Lorrie Hall  
Amy & Jim Hamilton  
James & Lucy Hangstefer  
John & Christine Harris  
Donald & Doris Hastie  
Thomas & Beverly Healy  
Theresa & Steve Heffernan 
Peter & Judy Higginbottom
Marge & Ron Himmer  
Mike & Ellen Hoadley  
Helen Hobbs  
Geoff & Julie Hoffman  
Mary Ann & James Hyde  
Jon Jensen & Cindy Olsen 
Bonnie Jernigan & Brad Smith 
Suzanne Jevne & Steve Forti 
Peter & Margaret Johnson  
Joan Jones  
Anthony Jones  
Richard Jones  
John Joseph  
Leslie & Frank Kilduff  
Denise Kirby  
Richard Krause  
John & Sarah Lalone  
Elizabeth Lamphier  
Jerry Larke & Grace Seibert-Larke 
Alfred LaRue  
Gordon & Barbara Leach  
Gerard & Susan Linskey  
James Litchfield  
James Lonborg  
Glenn Loomis  
Paul & Sandra Lovett  
Duncan & Eleanor MacQueen 
Steve Madden  
Michael Mahar  
Paul & Claire Manganello  
John & Gail Martell  
Jessie Martin  
Patrick McCarthy  
Lyn McDaniel  
Thomas McDermott  
Leslee & Paul McGovern  
Michael & Cathie McGowan 
Lindsay McGrath & Dave Kusek 
Danielle McGreal  
James & Amanda McGuire 
Richard McHugh  
Don McLellan  
Richard & Elizabeth McMullan
Joseph & Julia McOsker  
John & Janet McSorley  
Ron & Pat Messer  
Tom Messier & Lisa Colletto 
Bruce & Charlotte Messinger 
Thomas Michaud  
Adele & Ernest Milani  
Linda Miller & Claudette Clunan 
Patricia Montgomery  
Ralph & Marylee Morgan  
Martha Morrison & Don Jaffe 
Flora & Larry Moynihan  
Kenneth Mueller  
Brian Mulvey  
Margaret Murphy  
Anne Murray & Karl Nestelberger 
Ed Murray  
Arthur Myles  
Mark & Hilary Newby  
Charlie Nims  
Mark Nittel & Kathryn Patch 
Vincenzo Nocera  
Raymond & Marcia Noyes 
Ann O’Brien  
Jay & Linda O’Callahan  
Jim O’Connell  
June Osborne  
Jean & Dan Ouellette  
Patrick & Kathleen Palimeri 
Raymond Palombo  
Louis Paradis & Loraine Fields 

Douglas & Gillian Parker  
Leon & Jean Perrault  
Bernard & Susan Perry  
Hart & Deborah Peterson  
Douglas & Mary Philipsen 
Richard & Page Railsback  
Peter & Cindy Ramsay  
Nikki Reilly   
Mark & Donna Richardson 
Michael & Beth Richardson 
Steven Richmond  
Ralph & Judy Ripley  
Jack & Jennifer Robbie  
Cynthia & Wayne Robbins 
Richard & Lois Roberts  
Justine Rogan & Steve Novak 
John & Joanne Rogan  
Jeff & Betty Rogers  
Stewart & Denise Rosen  
Frank & Janet Sambuceti  
Charles & Margaret Scheller 
Mary Ellen Schloss & Tom 
 Robotham  
John & Laurie Schneider  
John Sheehan  
Pete & Kathleen Sheehan  
John Sheff & Nanette Schierson 
Mark Skalla  
Mike & Laurie Sleeper  
Claude & Elizabeth Smith  
Frank Snow  
Frederick Solari  
Clark & Cheryl Spencer  
Jencie Stewart  
Charles Stifter & Debbie Tucker 
Wayne Sullivan  
James Sylvester  
Susan Tedeschi & Derek Trucks 
Alice Thomas  
Maureen Thomas  
Carolyn & Glen Thompson 
Jerry & Carol Thornell  
Robert Tocci  
Peter Travaline  
Laura Tuttle  
Dorothy Underdown  
David Vietze  
Mary Wagner  
Maggie Walker  
Bob & Caroline Warner  
Kathryn Webers  
Donna Welch-Mast  
Holly & Jim Whelan  
Mark & Judith Whitcher  
Beverly White  
Arthur & Teresa Whittemore 
Stanley & Jane Wilderoter  
Marilyn & Richard Wittrup 
Craig Wolfe  
Bill Wrenn & Barbara Peterson 
Dorothy Young

Family Membership  $35 - $49
Patti Abbott   
Decker & Maureen Adams 
John & Marcy Amore  
Eric Andrew  
Michael & Mary Arsenault 
Bill & Hazel Bacigalupo  
Patricia & Lewis Baldwin  
Ned Bangs  
Melody Barlow  
Souther & Fran Barnes  
Lillian & Leo Barry  
John Beattie & Pamela Page 
Donna Beaudry  
William & Earlene Beauregard 
David Beck  
Tammy Beckwith  
John Belber  
Joni Benn & Robert Gibson 
Raymond Bisio  
Michael Blades & Kathy Kilroy 

Raymond & Krista Blair  
Marie & Jean Blessington  
Bret & Laura Bondlow  
John & Pauline Bowers  
Richard & Dorothy Bresnahan 
John & Debra Brown  
Mark & Carol Brown  
Kathryn Brown & Connie Maclean 
Don & Doris Brown  
Gretchen Buitta  
Jeff Burns   
Jerry & Barbara Cain  
Ann Callanan  
Robert Carew  
Jennie & James Carney  
Bernard & Karen Centofanti 
Jon & Eunice Chandler  
David & Lindsay Clinton  
Dan & Jippy Cogan  
Leonard Condenzio  
Anna Condon  
Michael & Sheila Connelly 
Nancy Corbo  
Donald & Susan Corey  
Darlene Corson  
Ned & Jeannie Costantino  
John & Joan Costello  
Bob Couture  & Laura Wendrow 
Phyllis Coyne  
Walter & Hazel Crawford 
Ken & Maureen Crowell  
Judith & John Curran  
John Dacey  
Andrew Daniels  
Sharon Davis & Steve Lucal 
Britain Davis & Jean Shildneck 
Carol DeFranca Chapman 
Bob & Robin Deininger  
Kevin & Barbara Delaney  
Rob Delgado & Amy Heufelder 
Ed & Beverly Dellavalle  
Deborah & Philip Delong  
Jeanine Delongchamp  
Joseph Devine  
James & Ann Dewar  
Howard Dillon  
Charles Donovan  
James & Paula Donovan  
Paul & Nancy Dooley  
Diane Douglas  
Robin Downey  
James & Virginia Downing 
Byron & Jean Drinkwater  
Elizabeth Duffy  
Kathy Duggan & Peter Downes 
Juliana & William Durant  
Joseph & Patricia Durant  
Paul & Beth Dwyer  
Larry Dynan  
Steven & Susan Earle  
Maureen & Syd Elliott  
Paula Elsmore  
Clare & Paul Faherty  
Vincent & Anne Fallacara  
Scott Fasolino & Jayne Terry 
Gary & Thora Fernquist  
Michael & Honora Flannery 
Ryan Flynn & Kate Stone  
Hilda & Bradford Foster  
Joan Fox  
Brian Foy & Susan Conway 
Diane Frohnapfel  
Cynthia & Tony Fusco  
Richard & Helen Garvey  
Joe & Barbara Gately  
Sallyann Gaudaitis  
Greg Gebler  
William & Virginia Gill  
Donna Gilmour  
Diana Gleason & Bob Smith 
Douglas & Cecilia Gordon 
Louise Graham  
J. Neal Gray   

Jim & Carol Gray  
Richard & Judith Green  
Jean & Curt Guenther  
Penney Gustafson  
Ann & Thomas Haley  
Leslie & Torben Hansen  
Margaret Hanson  
Samantha & Gene Harriman 
Michelle & Michael Harrington 
Frank & Kathy Harrington 
Anita Hart & Family  
Stephen & Joanne Hartlaub 
Fred & Jeanne Harty  
R. Christian Haufler  
William & Christine Hayes 
Liz Haywood-Sullivan & 
 Michael Sullivan  
Jennifer & Joseph Heine  
Jeff & Beth Heinrich  
Robyn & Timothy Hennigan 
Jeffrey & Karen Henning  
Heidi & Dan Herlihy  
Patricia Hess  
Nancy & John Higgins  
James Hill  
Richard & Eleanor Hoehn 
Mark & Laney Holbrook  
Philip & Elizabeth Holthaus 
Richard Hopkinson  
John & Kathleen Houghton 
Carolyn & Richard Housman 
Spencer Howe & Dawn Brindley 
Jay & Rae Hynes  
Frank & Heather Hynes  
Gail & Brett Jardin  
Beth Jewett   
Alden & Margaret Johnson 
Clark Josselyn  
James Judge   
Matthew & Susan Kaetzer 
Peter & Penelope Kapolka  
John & Fran Karoff  
Paul & Linda Karoff  
Karl & Viola Kaumlen  
Suzanne Kavanagh & Loic Meston 
Chris Kazlousky  
Paul & Kathryn Kelly  
George & Ruth Kelly  
Eugenie King  
Amy Kirley   
Elise & James Kline  
Brian & Jeanne Kling  
Cindy Koebert  
Amy Kwesell & Jason Gerry
Albert & Camelita Kwong 
Theodore & Sarah Kyros  
John & Patricia Labounty  
Linda Lamont  
Peter & Heidimarie Lange 
Heather & Curt Langefoss 
Mary Ellen & Peter Lawrence 
Ed Leary   
Debbie & Paul Leavitt  
Jerry Levine  
Scott & Cynthia MacEwen 
Camille Madden  
John Madden  
Allan & Kathy Madeiros  
Thomas Magee  
Kathleen & Tim Malley  
Mary & John Maniscalco  
Larry & Susan Manning  
Alex & Leighann Mansfield 
Ramona Mansfield  
Bob & Fran Manson  
Jeffrey & Mary Marshall  
Mike Martin   
Howard & Nancy Mathews 
Meg Mattern & Jack Wallace 
Paul & Susan McCarthy  
Paul & Pat McDonough  
James & Jean McKenney  
Rita McLaughlin  
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Paul & Mary McLaughlin  
John & Roberta Miele  
David & Katherine Miller  
Charles Moloney & Paula Wright 
Donald & Lynne Moores  
Gretchen Moran  
Joseph Moran  
Stephen & Christine Morris 
Paul Moss  
Valerie & Richard Murphy 
Craig & Virginia Murray  
Charles & Anne Naff  
Fran Nichols & Bill Greger 
Gordon & Tillie Nightingale 
Robert & Margaret Norris 
Paula & Matthew Norton  
Bart Nuboer  & Janet Schmitz 
Michael & Mary Lou O’Leary 
Randall & Karen Otto 
Ed & Nancy Pappas  
Alison & Vincent Paquette 
Renee & Donald Parry  
Edward & Janice Pecoraro 
John Podgurski & Brenda Haslett
John & Leslie Polcari  
Michael Pollard & Jennifer Davis 
Gary & Sue Potter  
Laurene Powers  
Martha Pray  
Dolores & Ed Rapoport  
Daniel Reed  
Jody Regan & Steve Aucella 
Joan Reid  
Gregory & Andrea Robbins 
Thomas Rodick  
Paul Rogan  
Donna Rossetti-Bailey & Family 
Armen & Carol Roupenian 
Noreene Rowley  
Robert & Julianne Salamone 
Albert Salvatore  
Carl & Deborah Schoener  
Janice Scoppettuolo  
Linda Sears   
Bob & Ginny Sears  
Wayne & Theresa Seer  
Robert & Jean Seidel  
Edward & Kelly Shanley  
Susan Shapiro  
Michael & Jamie Shaw  
Thomas & Priscilla Shea  
Gerard Sheehan  
Marsha & Richard Sherman 
Ned Shields  
Donald & Val Shute  
Daryl & Mary Smith  
James Smith   
Michael Smith  
Paul & Becky Smock  
Rick & Kathy Southworth 
Mark Stafford 
Sharon Thibeault  
Henry Stahr & Jane 
 Thompson-Stahr 
Ken Stone   
Alexander & Jean Strachan 
Sue & Dick Sulc  
Nancy Sundheimer & Jonathan  
 Boughton 
Nancy Swirka  
Dominic & Marie Tedeschi 
Richard & Patricia Tedeschi 
Schuyler & Cynthia Thaxter 
Stefenie Thieleman & Peter  
 Workman 
Harold & Joan Thomas  
John & Lois Thomson  
Meg & Henry Tiedemann 
Hans & Mary Tiedtke  
Stephen & Janet Tooker  
Richard Toran  
Stephen Trehu  
James & Betty Triglia  

David & Linda Trudeau  
Allen Tuttle  
Arthur & Alice Vautrain  
Paul Vercollone  
Reid Weedon  
Thomas Welch  
Lawrence Whalen  
Jim & Cindy White  
William & Virginia Whitmore 
Christine Whitney  
Ron Wilson & Judith Ann Avnet 
Joe & Nancy Wood  
Paul & Joan Younker  
Walter & Chris Zaremba

Basic Membership  
Michael & Kerry Adams  
Danny & Bernadette Aidonidis 
Kim Almquist  
Claire & Dennis Anctil  
David Aquino  
Robert & Christina Babin  
Robert Baggs  
Stephen & Susan Bailey  
Ted & Tilda Baldwin 
Samuel & Paula Ballerini  
Casey Balzano  
Jill Bartlett 
Susan Baush   
Francis Baxter  
Robin Baxter  
Taylor Beckett  
James Bellavia & Margaret Conway 
Paul & Nancy Benson  
Bob Billing   
Susan & Michael Bird  
John Bird   
Peter & Jo-Marie Blake 
Gene Blanchard  
Ellin Booras   
Yvonne & Edwin Borsari  
Leo Boudreau  
Richard Bowen  
Jullianne Bowker  
Paul Bowsworth  
Helen Braithwaite  
Mary Breen  
Patrick Brennan  
Sewall Bronstein  
Kathleen Buchanan  
Paul Buckovich  
Larry & Lyn Buettner  
Rick Bureau   
Margorie Burgard  
George & Punnee Burgess  
Mark Burns & Jo Li Mei  
Scott Butterfield  
Gary Cadman  
Mark & Betty Cahill  
Maureen Canavan  
Jeanne Cannata  
Barbara & Otis Carney  
Larry Cartier  
Matthew Caruso 
Norman Caseley  
Carl Catani  
Dan Cavicchi  
Bruce Chandler  
Lisa Chapman  
Kathleen Chelauski  
William Christie  
Richard Clay  
Eleanor Cleary  
James Clinton  
Gracia Clyde  
John Cole  
Eleanor Coleman  
Laurence Collins  
Janice Comeau  
Kevin & Melissa Comiskey 
Brian & Rose Anne Concannon 
Janet & Richard Condon  
David Condon  

Robert Conrad & Leah Leary 
Noel Constantino  
Arthur & Delta Cooper  
James & Susan Cope  
John & Anna Coppinger  
Theresa Corcoran  
William Cormay  
Barry & Deborah Cornwall 
Michelle Counter  
Susan Cromidas  
Fay Crossley   
Lisa Damato   
Mark Daniel   
Judith Deame  
Paul & Teryl DeLeo  
Sally Delisa   
Joseph & Deborah Desrosiers 
Mary Devine  
Jon & Deborah Devine  
Patricia DeYoung  
Peter & Claudia Dillon  
Susan DiManno  
Patrick Dolene  
Jennifer Domijan  
Joseph Donahue  
David Donahue  
Mark Dore  
Robert Downey  
Anne Duduch  
Kevin & Kristen Duperre  
Elizabeth Durant  
Arthur Edwards  
Jean Ekstrom  
Bruce Emery  
Bob & Crystal English  
Brian & Beverly English  
Bill English   
Betsey Erickson  
Joyce Farrell   
Richard Felton  
Norman & Marian Ferris  
Bill Finn   
Jeanne Fradette-Sebell  
Ivy Frances   
Gwen Frazier  
Marilyn Fredrickson  
Scott Fredrickson  
Ruth Frehill   
Joseph Gaedtke  
Denise Gagne 
John Gallagher  
Connor Gallopo  
Mary Gartung  
Jeffrey Gauthier  
Brian & Carlotta Geany  
Janet Gibson   
Jeff Goodale   
Kathleen Gordon  
Cheryl Grabert  
Lauren Gray  
Taryn Gray   
Daniel & Maryann Gray  
Patty Gray   
Judy & Joseph Grecco  
Kenton Greene  
Anne Gregory  
John & Robin Greland  
Thomas & Candace Greland 
Barbara Grey  
Mark Grimason  
Elinor Gronhaug  
Laura Harbottle 
Jennifer Harold & Noreen Gleason 
Joanna Harrington  
Frederick Harris  
John & Mary Hartshorne  
Gary Haskell  
Thomas & Debra Healy  
Virginia Heffernan  
John Hoell   
Ken Holland  
Karen Hong   
Barbara Horan  

Rosalie Hovig  
Tom Hughes  
Peter & Anne Marie Huie  
Cindy & Bruce Hunter  
Nancy Huntley  
Jane & Douglas Hyland  
Janet Ingram  
Jordan Jacobs  
Jim & Doris Jenkins  
Tom & Kelli Johnson  
Mike Johnson  
Bob & Marcie Jones  
Don & Pat Jones  
Michael Joyal  
Rosanne Joyce  
William Kannaly  
Lorraine Keane  
Charles Kelly  
Margaret Kia-Devine  
John Kibilosky  
Rob Killeffer  
Brenda King  
Linda Kluz   
Robert Kniffen  
Ralph & Marilyn Knowles 
Cynthia Krusell 
Charles Kuonen  
Clifford Kwong  
Leonard & Elyse LaForest  
Dan LaFrance  
John Lanier   
Robert Lannin  
Angela Lannin  
Laurie Laporte  
Pamela Larsen  
Donald Lash  
Gary Lawrence  
Sue Ann Leary  
Robert Leishman  
Carmen Lendvay  
Joyce Leone & Louis Weiner 
Virginia Libby  
Barbara Lincoln  
Terrance & Laurel Link  
Stephen & Martha Litchfield 
Tony Litka  
David & Mary Lizotte  
Sharon Lofgren Seeg  
John Loftus   
Steven Lombardo  
Anne Lorge   
Joseph LoSciuto  
Michael & Tamara Lovuolo
Scott Mackeil  
Russell MacPherson  
Jackie Magazu  
Frank Maglio  
Steven Magnell  
Peggy Major   
Bruce Maki  
Peter Manning  
David & Priscilla Marshall  
John Martin  
Rebecca Mason  
Annie Massed & Dennis Wilmont 
John & Judith Matchett  
Michael & Joyce Mattern  
Jim McCann  
Michele McCauley  
Kathleen McCormack  
Victoria McDonough  
Michael McDonough  
Gail McHugh  
Carol McNamee  
Deborah Meddaugh  
John & Carol Mesheau  
Donald Messinger  
Patricia Michaud  
Jeffrey & Gail Milton  
Scott Mitchell  
John Moe  
Paul Mogan   
Francis & Susan Molla  

Karen Monaco  
John & Gwen Morgan  
Michael & Ann Mori  
Al Morris & Erika Sawler  
Edward Mosher  
Theresa Moylan  
Cynthia & Tom Mulcahy  
Thomas Mullen  
Nathan Murphy  
Sandra Myshrall  
Rick & Judy Nichols  
Joseph Nigro  
Seamus Noone  
Patricia Norcott  
James Norman  
Mrs. Albert Norris  
Mary & Kevin Norton  
Joseph Norton  
Karen & Mark Norwell  
Carla Oblas  
Gail & Peter Olson  
William & Kathryn O’Neill 
Joanne Papandrea  
Catherine Pappas  
Paul Paquin  
John & Beverly Parker  
Bradford Parsons  
June Payne   
Richard & Susan Peterson  
Bill Petty  
Robert Pierce  
Ken Pike  
Lisa & John Pilalas  
Eole Pineo  
Anthony & Dorinda Piro  
Susan & William Plummer 
Lorraine Pollack  
Dave & Cindy Pomerantz  
Jay Portnaw   
Chuck Potier  
Gregory & Christine Prendergast 
Jay Prior   
Lynn Prodger  
Leslie Prouty  
Jean Puddister  
Stephen Quinn  
Thomas & Alison Ready  
Phil & Dorothea Reeves  
Stephen Reilly  
Don Remick  
Stephen Richards  
Jay Ritchie  
Nancy Robinson  
James & Lisa Roche  
David & Pat Roderick  
Susan Rudnicki  
Linda Russell  
Amy Russo   
Thomas Scannell  
Anne Schadeberg  
Charles & Nancy Schultz  
Angela Shaw  
Richard Sheffield  
Richard & Virginia Sherrell 
Patrick Sherwood  
Dave Sibor   
Jean Silvia   
Irena & Kent Sinclair  
Dominic Slowey  
Gary & Alice Smith  
Frederick Smith  
Mary Beth & Bruce Southerton 
Kimberly Spires  
Jennifer Sprague  
Stuart & Emily Sprague 
Brent Spurgin 
Richard & Diane St. Ours  
John Stanton  
James Steele   
Gary & Darlene Stewart  
Arthur Stutz  
Ellen Sullivan  
Paul Sullivan  
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Kathleen Sullivan  
Mary Ellen Sweeney  
Lisa Sylvester  
Warren Talbot  
Marion & Leslie Taylor  
Norman Thoms  
Neil Timberlake  
John Tinker  
Joyce Tolken  
Thomas Tolman  
Nancy Towle  
Stephen Travis  
Jeffrey Treanor  
Anthony Triglione  
Charlene Trudelle  
Chris & Jean Tsokanis  
James Turley  
Joseph & Michelle Uzzo  
Jeffrey & Judith Volpe  
Patricia Waitt  
Rosanne Waldron  
John Walkins  
Beverly Walsh  
Patricia Watts  
Anne Weaver  
Patricia Weber  
Chip Weier   
Joseph Weinman  
William & Phyllis Wenzel  
Kathyn Wenzel  
Beverly & Bernie Westerveld 
Nancy Whipple  
Blanche Whitman  
James Wilde  
Ron Wilk   
Wayne Wilson  
Peter & Elaine Winquist  
Jo-Ellen Wood  
Joel Worthington  
Nina Yaffee  
David Yampanis & Wendy Prentiss 
Charlotte Young  
Becky Yucius

Businesses Benefactors . . .
Thank you!

Business Members 
Alvin Hollis & Co. Inc. 
Bending Branches 
Bergsten Music Company Inc. 
Boston Accents Hair Design 
Cal Tek 
Canoe Passage Outfitters 
Cardinal Cushing School 
Cavanaro Consulting 
Cohasset Garden Club 
Coyle & Caron LLC 
Crosby New England Kayak  
 Tours 
Custom Kayaks By Steve 
Echo Rowing 
EMS 
Hanover Garden Club

L Knife & Sons
Mass Irrigation Services, Inc.
Merrill Associates Inc.
Monahan’s Marine
Morrell Associates
Murphy/Carty Insurance Agency
North River Gardeners
North River Marine Enterprises
North River Mokai, LLC
P.F. Spencer Jr. Inc.
Rand Handy Oil Co., Inc.
REI
Salty Dog Studio
Sea Tow South Shore
SEMA Chap, of Trout  Unlmtd
South Humarock Civic Association
Wetland Strategies, Inc

Business Patron $500 - $999
Billington Sea Kayak
Black Pond Veterinary Service

Business Benefactor $1000 & Up
Horsey Witten Group
Rockland Federal Credit Union
Scituate Federal Savings

Food For Thought 
Participants
Arthur & Pat’s 
Brant Rock Fish Market
Classic Wines
Commonwealth Wines
French Memories
Gerard’s
Hola
Holly Hill Farm 
Mayflower Brewing
The Mill Wharf
Mount Blue
Mullaney’s
P.J.’s Country House
Panera
Phin’s
R & C Farms
The Silent Chef
Thai Fruit and Vegetable 
Carving
Trader Joe’s
White’s Pastry Shop
Whole Foods
Yankee Trader Seafood

Memorial Gifts
Many people love the rivers 
and many have generously 
given memorial gifts to the 
NSRWA in the name of a 
loved one in honor of their 
lives. We wish to thank each 
and every one of them for their 

Endowment 
Contribution

The newly-created NSRWA Endowment 
Fund was generously seeded with gifts in 
memory of Sarah Morse Lamb. Sara Lamb 
died on June 12, 2008.  Mrs. Lamb summered 
in Humarock and Wills Island on the North 
River. According to her daughter, the rivers 
held very special meaning to her for they were 
the playground of her youth, the place she met 
her husband, where she made a living (she 
was the owner of the North River Packet, 
Inc) and most of all the rivers provided her 
peace and respite from daily cares.  She would 
have been proud to know of the generosity 
shown in her name to help sustain the rivers 
that she loved.

Why Become a Business Benefactor?
“We proudly support the NSRWA because we value 

the watershed ethic that the NSRWA represents.  
Clean water is everybody’s business. - Horsley Witten Group

Tom Hall
Daniel Hannafin
Jane Hayes
Chip Hebert
Alan & Janet Holbrook
Janet Ingram
Jonathan Jackson
Mark Jackson
Dan Jones
Robert Kniffen
Amy Kwesell
Jackie Leach
David Leithch
Gayle Loik
Natalie Loomis
Anne Lorge
Jamie  MacFarland
Marta MacFarland
Doug MacFarland
Alex Mansfield
Ramona Mansfield
Doug McPherson
Carol Miles
Linda Miller
Kathy Miller
Mary Morrison & Family
Mike Moyer
Flora Moynihan
Renee Parry & Family
June Payne
Kerry Richardson
Nancy & Ron Robertson
Jeff & Betty Rogers
Noreen Rowely
Don & Louise Salvatore
Allyssa Scoppettuolo
Janice Scoppettuolo
Bill Stanton
Jencie Stewart
Nancy Swirka
Gary Thomas
Kathi Thomson
Pat Traynor
Nick Tyack
Maggie Walker
Bob Warner
Patricia Watts
Ron Wilk
Gail Wills
Jeremy Wirth
Cary & Babs Wolinsky

commitment to the rivers.

In Memory of Ruth Ferrara 
Elizabeth Lamphier
Maggie Walker

In Memory of Jack Hilton 
Valmai Hilton

In Memory of Sarah Lamb 
Kathleen & David Donahue
Janet & William Fairbanks
Mary Gartung
Warren Hayes
Elizabeth Lamphier
Richard Leach
Phil & Jane O’Sullivan
Patrick Palimeri
Maggie Walker

Volunteers:
The NSRWA thanks the follow-
ing 2008 volunteers and apolo-
gizes for any left off the list.

Ginny Ballou
Barbara Barker
Bruce Bartone
Dave  Beck
Michael Bilas
Jonathan Bond
Joanna Borr
Cam Brennan
Amanda Buckingham
Nate Buckingham
Ralph Butler
Frances Carriere
Mary Jeanne Christie
Claudette Clunan
Virginia Coburn
Mary Coogan
Paul Coolidge
Janice Dayton
Wyatt Dowd
Jean Drinkwater
Elizanbeth Durant
Ellyn Einhorn
Bea Ellis
Sarah Fuller
Connie Gagnon
Sarah Garretson Lowry
Judy Grecco
Penney Gustafson

Hanover Lobster & Seafood
Horticultural Concepts
J.R.Holmes Jewelers
Jacobs & Jacobs
Kayak Centre
Little River Marine
Maine Island Kayak Company
Marshfield Historical Society
McGreal’s Tavern
Melia Fuel
MTI Adventure Wear
Nantasket Kayaks
North Associates, Inc.
North River Marine
Osprey Sea Kayak Adventures
Patricia G. Cobb, P.C.
Pembroke Conservation   
 Commission
Perennial Solutions
Planet Subaru
Scituate Conservation Commission
SeaSide Homes
Seven H Trust
Sheehan Family Foundation
Signs by Syd
Simms Brothers Marine
Ski Market
South Shore Boatworks
Stetson Kindred of America
Tanglewood Club
The Yoga Center
Town of Scituate
Trifly
Vine Associates
Walnut Hill Garden Club
Weymouth Garden Club
Whole Foods Market

Business Sponsor $100 - $499
A.W. Perry Inc.
American Paper Recycling Corp.
Andrew G. Gordon Inc.
Bayside Marine Corp.
Bond Printing Company, Inc.
Brant Rock Fish Market
Carpenters Local 424 
Charles River Canoe & Kayak
Citizen’s Bank of Massachusetts
Crawford Boatbuilding
Curtis Liquor
Downey Plumbing & Heating &  
 More
Falconi Companies
First Parish Church in Norwell
Goodwin Graphics
Hubbard Plumbing and Heating
Image Resolutions
J & B Power Equipment
J.E. Fitzgerald - Housesmith, Inc.
Jack Conway Co. - Realtors
Kethro  & Thomas, P.C.
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THE NORTH AND SOUTH 
RIVERS WATERSHED 
ASSOCIATION

The mission of the North & 
South Rivers Watershed 
Association is to preserve, 
restore, maintain and conserve 
in their natural state, the waters and 
related natural resources within the 
watershed.

Our goals are to:
• Restore the water quality 
of the rivers by identifying and 
correcting adverse impacts;

• Encourage stewardship of 
the watershed through public 
education, outreach and 
recreation programs; and

• Promote responsible growth 
by working in partnerships to 
preserve open space, scenic 
vistas and sensitive natural 
resources.

OFFICERS
President: Doug Lowry
Vice President: Mark Norton
Treasurer: Richard Leach
Secretary: Barbara Carney

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jean Christensen
Roger Crawford
Kathy Donahue
Janet Fairbanks
Peter Hainer
Craig Hannafin
Russ Haskell
Robert Hayes
Andy Hebert
Deborah Lenahan
John O’Leary
Carolyn Sones 
Lance VanLenten
Lenore White

STAFF
Executive Director 
Samantha Woods

Assistant Director 
Paula Christie

Watershed Ecologist &  
Massachusetts Bays Program
South Shore Regional Coordinator
Sara Grady

Marketing & 
Communications Director
Debbie Cook

Address Correspondence to:
NSRWA
P.O. Box 43
Norwell, MA 02061
phone: 781-659-8168
www.nsrwa.org

Treasurer’s Report
As with the rest of the nation our organization is feeling the effect of the economic down-
turn.  Our grant income is declining and there is uncertainty as to the amount of future grant 
income.  If we are to continue our mission to protect, educate and restore the watershed, we 
need the support of our members more than ever.
 On a more positive note our endowment fund has finally come to fruition.  We funded it 
with over $62,000 and the money is now invested in a Vanguard brokerage account.  In keep-
ing with the prudent man rule, we are proceeding with the utmost caution.  A little over half 
is invested in a Vanguard US government money market fund and the remainder in an FDIC 
insured certificate of deposit. Part of the Endowment Fund was funded by the Fairbanks fam-
ily in memory of Sarah Morse Lamb. Establishing this endowment fund is an important step 
in the longterm financial health of the NSRWA.
 Members who wish to honor a loved one’s memory with a contribution to the Endow-
ment Fund are now able to do so.  Of course all contributions, for what ever reason, are 
welcome.  The NSRWA also participates in a program for those who wish to contribute an 
automobile, motorcycle or boat.
 Finally, as always, we appreciate the support of all of our members who value the work of 
our organization.

Richard E. Leach, Treasurer

Total Assets   $530,955
Total Liabilities   $   47,265
Net Assets   $ 485,912 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $530,955

Statement of Activities
 Revenues
  Restricted Grants  $256,298
  Unrestricted and Restricted    
   Donations  $   88,652
  Program/Events  $   32,385 
  All Other   $   21,204 
  Total Revenue  $398,539 

 Expenses
  Payroll   $187,714 
  Contract and Professional 
  Services   $125,110 
  Occupancy and Utilities $  11,353 
  Printing and Postage $  26,432 
  All Other   $  49,424 
  Total Expenses  $399,933 

 Net Revenues   $   - 1,494

North aNd South riverS WaterShed aSSociatioN • 2008

Major Sources of Funds
 Government Grants:   $223,755
  Environmental Protection Agency
  Department of Environmental Protection
  Department of Conservation and Recreation
  Massachusetts Bays Program
  Town of Cohasset
  Town of Hanover
  Town of Kingston
  Town of Marshfield
  Town of Norwell
  Town of Pembroke
  Pine Hills
  Town of Scituate
  City of Weymouth

 Foundations and Trusts:   $  28,676
  Sheehan Family Foundation
  Island Foundation
  Bilezikian Family Foundation
  Sylvester Foundation
  Scituate Rotary Club

 Individuals & Corporations:  $146,108

*Not reviewed by Accountant

Thank you for your support.

Statement of Financial Position
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MASS BAYS UPDATE

Spring is For Rain and Gardens
Take a Tour of Rain Gardens on the South Shore!

For the past three years we 
have been working to install 
a raingarden in almost every 
South Shore town, thanks to 
a grant from the EPA.  Along 

the way, we have worked with schools, 
environmental organizations, garden 
clubs, libraries, and lots of helpful volun-
teers to dig out our gardens, fill them with 
“raingarden soil mixture”, and plant them 
with beautiful and drought-tolerant native 
plants. 
As you may recall, a raingarden is a lot 
like a regular garden, except it has a more 
sand-rich soil mixture that allows water 
to percolate into the ground faster, and 

Hull
• Weir River Estuary Center, 333 
George Washington Blvd., Hull, along 
the front of the parking lot.

Weymouth
• Maria Weston Chapman Middle 
School, 1051 Commercial Street, East 
Weymouth, on the right side of the 
building (looking at main entrance).

Hingham
• Hingham Public Library, 66 Leavitt 
Street, Hingham, on the right corner of 
the building (facing main entrance).

Norwell
• Grace Farrar Cole School, 81 High 
Street, Norwell, back of the school on 
the left end of the “outdoor classroom” 
near the playground.

Take a Raingarden Tour!  
Check out our rain gardens all over the South Shore.

Hanover
• Riley Hall (parish hall for First Congre-
gational Church), intersection of Silver 
Street and Hanover Street, Hanover, at the 
far corner of the parking lot. 

Pembroke
• Lydia Drake Library, 340 High Street, 
Pembroke, along the front of the library 
property.

Scituate
• Scituate High School, 606 Chief Justice 
Cushing Hwy (Rt. 3A), Scituate, off the 
parking lot near the playground and town 
hall.

Marshfield
• MassAudubon North River Sanctuary, 
2000 Main Street, Marshfield, corner of the 
sanctuary office.

is usually located in an area that receives 
stormwater runoff either from a parking 
lot or rooftop. Instructions for building 
your own raingarden can be found at the 
Greenscapes website (www.greenscapes.
org). As you will see if you go look at the 
gardens we constructed, they can be any 
size and shape you want.
If you go when it is raining you will see 
how the water ponds within the rain 
garden - go back in 24 hours and it will 
have drained away - replenishing our wa-
tersheds and cleansing stormwater at the 
same time! Not only are they functional 
but they are also attractive landscaping 
features.

Duxbury
• Bay Farm Montessori Academy, 
145 Loring Street, Duxbury, along the 
walking path.

Kingston
• Jones River Landing, 55 Landing 
Road, Kingston, along the side of the 
building nearest the street.

Plymouth
• Plimoth Plantation, 137 Warren Av-
enue, Plymouth, the edge of the park-
ing lot closest to the road, across from 
the barn.

by Sara Grady
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NATURE

Chasing Fireflies

continued, page 15

I went chasing fireflies 
today.   
 Those five words are 
usually enough to evoke 
childhood memories of 

warm summer nights running 
through the fields with a net 
and a mason jar full of glowing 
fireflies. So you might be sur-
prised to learn that the “today” 
I am speaking of is not in the 
summer, and it is not at night, 
and my fireflies aren’t glowing.
 “Today” is February 
11. While it is rather warm 
for February here in New 
England - about 60 degrees - 
there is still a foot of snow on 
the ground. The time is 2:00 in 
the afternoon. My fireflies are 
not glowing because they can’t. 
They don’t have light organs.
 Ellychnia corrusca is one 
of the many types of fireflies 
that live here in Massachu-
setts.  Ellychnia corrusca is the 
scientific name. They have 
no common name, so I will 
just refer to them as Ellychnia.  
While they look like just about 
any other kind of firefly, they 
have evolved quite a different 
lifestyle than the fireflies we are 
so familiar with.

We think of fireflies as 
creatures of the sum-

mer. The adults live for only 
a few weeks during the warm 
weather - just long enough 
to attract a mate and lay their 
eggs. Then they die. The larval 
fireflies spend the winter under 

ground, usually for a couple of 
years, and then they emerge 
in late spring or summer as 
adults.
 Ellychnia is on a different 
time schedule. The adults first 
appear in late August, after 
other fireflies are gone. They 
feed on the nectar of fall plants 
until the approach of winter. 
Then they find an appropriate 
place to ride out the winter. A 
good place for them is a crevice 
in the bark of a thick-barked 
tree like the white oak. Here 
they somehow survive the 
cold and wait for the coming 
of spring. When the weather 
begins to warm, usually in 
March, but occasionally on a 
warm day in February, they 
become active again. Now is 
the time to go firefly chasing. 
They are pretty easy to spot, 
walking along the bark of the 
trees looking for a mate, or 
having found one, attached to 
their mate end to end. They 
may search for a mate on the 
tree where they spent the 
winter, or they may leave the 
tree and look elsewhere. In 
past years, I have often seen 
fireflies fly around and alight 
on the side of my house in early 
spring. At the time, I didn’t 
know what I was looking at 
and was surprised to see them 
flying so early in the year, and 
active during the day. Now I 
know.
 Daytime fireflies have 
no need to flash. The flashes 

would not 
show up on a 
bright sunny 
day. Therefore, 
they don’t have 
light organs 
and couldn’t flash if they 
wanted to. If you catch a firefly 
and turn it over to look at its 
abdomen, you will see that 
either the second to last seg-
ment or the last two segments 
are white, depending on the 
type of firefly and its sex. These 
are the light organs. However, 
if you don’t see these white seg-
ments on the abdomen, you are 
looking at one of the daytime 
fireflies like Ellychnia.
 Most fireflies use their 
flash to attract a mate. Since 
Ellychnia can’t flash, it must 
have some other method of 
attracting a mate. This it does 
with pheromones, or chemical 
signals. Not nearly as spectacu-
lar to us who watch fireflies, 
but it works for them just the 
same.
 Scientists believe that in 
the not too distant past, Ellych-
nia’s ancestors were active dur-
ing the summer, flew at night 
and had the ability to glow, just 
like most fireflies. However, 
something caused them to 
slowly evolve the habits they 
exhibit today. The scientists 
speculate that the something 
was...other fireflies.

If you catch a firefly and give 
it a little pinch, you might no-

tice that you caused it to bleed. 
As long as you haven’t pinch 
too hard and actually injured 
it, this bleeding was done on 
purpose. It is called reflexive 
bleeding. These fireflies are 
exuding blood from around 
their leg joints and wings. This 
blood contains a poisonous 
chemical that will deter many 
other animals from trying to 
eat the firefly. The chemical is 
potent enough to kill lizards 
many times the size of the fire-
fly, as some people have found 
out, much to their mortifica-
tion, when they tried to feed 
fireflies to their pet lizards.  
 Most of our native fireflies 
have this poison in their blood. 
But there is one group of fire-
flies called Photuris that can’t 
make the poison. The only way 
they can acquire it is to eat oth-
er fireflies and assimilate the 
poison for their own use. These 
Photuris fireflies have learned 
to imitate the flash signal of 
the females of other types of 
firefly, luring the hapless males 
to their doom. This predation 
of one firefly by another causes 
the flashing signals of fireflies 
to evolve rather rapidly - a fire-
fly with a that is not known by 
Photuris has a better chance of 
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Watershed Notes
Keep CpA Strong And Vote to proteCt LAnd neAr third herring BrooK At norweLL town Meeting MAy 12: 
There are two reasons to attend Norwell’s Town Meeting on May 12...Keeping the Community Preservation Act strong and 
voting for to protect a parcel for open space. If you are from Norwell please consider attending town meeting May 12th and 
voting in favor of keeping CPA at the 3% level so you can continue to protect open space in your community. At the same 
town meeting is a proposal for purchasing ~12 acres land (6.26 acres for $225K with 5.84 acres gifted to the town) off of South 
Street.  This land is near the Third Herring Brook, a tributary to the North River and within the watershed to the town’s 
drinking water supply.  In addition, it abuts town owned school property and has existing recreational trails.  Please consider 
voting in favor of keeping this land as open space.

new MASSAChuSettS And SCituAte StorMwAter reguLAtionS:  The Mass DEP is proposing new stormwater regulations 
that will regulate stormwater coming from sites that have 5 acres or more of paved surfaces.  This largely means commercial 
real estate development like malls and industrial parks would be required to perform sweeping and other housekeeping 
types of activities to prevent stormwater pollution in the first place. In addition, for new and redevelopment in some cases 
there would be requirements for upgrades to stormwater treatment. The NSRWA provided testimony at public hearings 
and asked our members to support this first step by the Mass DEP to prevent stormwater pollution in upland portions of the 
watershed. Stormwater was a hot topic in Scituate as well this past spring as the Town of Scituate held public hearings to en-
act regulations in support of the Stormwater Bylaw that was passed at Scituate’s 2008 Town Meeting. The NSRWA and its 
members provided support for these regulations at public hearings this spring. 

CoMMunity preSerVAtion LegiSLAtion SponSored At StAte houSe: Thanks to the collective hard work of community 
preservation advocates (like yourselves!) 81 state Senators and Representatives signed on to co-sponsor the CPA legislation, 
An Act to Sustain Community Preservation. This legislation will stabilize the Community Preservation Act Trust Fund and 
allow CPA funds to be used to rehabilitate existing recreational lands that were not purchased with CPA funds.  Currently 
the CPA legislation requires that improvements for recreation and open space only be allowed on lands that were purchased 
using CPA funds. To read a bill summary or the text of the filed legislation please visit the Community Preservation Coalition 
website www.communitypreservation.org. Since being signed into law in late 2000, CPA has been adopted by 140 commu-
nities, representing 40% of the Commonwealth’s cities and towns. Using CPA funds, municipalities have preserved 10,274 
acres of open space, including important wetland resources such as lakes, rivers, and saltwater ponds. A special thank you to 
the legislators in our watershed who are co-sponsoring the bill: Senator Robert Hedlund, Representative Thomas Calter, and 
Representative James Cantwell.

*information provided by the Community Preservation Coalition

Community Preservation Trust Funds From State to 
Communities in the North and South Rivers Watershed

Duxbury $6,595,539     Norwell  $3,448,706
Scituate $4,353,334     Marshfield $5,056,042
Pembroke $141,606     Hanover $1,748,675
Hingham $3,562,553     Weymouth $1,307,031

whAt CoMeS next? Soon, the legislation will be given a bill number and assigned to a legislative committee.  After that, the 
committee will hold a public hearing to solicit comments on the bill.  The Coalition will certainly testify, and we encourage 
you to submit written testimony - or even come to the State House and testify in person.  We’ll keep you updated each step 
of the way.
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Watershed Notes
new weBSite with norweLL wALKing trAiLS: Thanks to Justin Ivas, the Town of Norwell now has trail maps for con-
servation lands in their town. If you want to go for a walk in Norwell please visit http://www.geocities.com/norwelltrails/
frameset.htm

got geeSe? If you live near the river or a body of water and suffer from Canada Geese and the waste they leave behind you 
might want to give consideration to this testimonial from one of our members.  An NSRWA member in Marshfield had suf-
fered from this problem and was told by our Director, Samantha Woods, to plant a vegetative buffer between his lawn and the 
water body or just let the vegetation grow in between the lawn and the water.  The geese have a natural affinity to open land 
and water where they have a straight line of sight. Why? If you have ever seen them take off and fly you would know they are 
not exactly nimble. They prefer the open sight line to see predators coming their way in time for them to take off.  Building 
that vegetative buffer also serves a natural filter, preventing any pollution from running into the water as well as wildlife habi-
tat. Since our member stopped mowing up to the edge of the water a few years ago the geese have been nowhere to be seen!

Timing: June 1 - August 
30, 2009.  

Location: Throughout the 
North and South Rivers 
Watershed (requires driv-
ing or we will partner you 
with someone who can 
drive).

How long will it take? 
Each sample event takes 
about 4 hours to com-
plete all stations. You can 
sign up for one date or 
multiple dates.

Training: Training session 
in late May/early June. 
Specific time TBD.

Upcoming Citizen Scientist 
Volunteer OpportunitiesTop Five 

Reasons to 
Volunteer for 
the NSRWA

1) You will have 
an excuse to get 
outside.
2) You will learn 
new skills.
3) You will meet 
other cool 
people.
4) You can feel 
good about 
yourself.
5) Your rivers 
need you!

Third Herring 
Brook Gage 

Reading
Go with the Flow - help us to 
monitor flows in the Third Her-
ring Brook 

Timing: Any time of day (that 
you can see!), year round.

Location:  Any of our three 
sites on the Norwell/Hanover 
town line - River Street/
Broadway, Mill Street, and Rt. 
123/Jacob’s Pond.

How long will it take? Quick 
(< 1 minute once you get 
there) 

Training: Contact Sara and 
stop by the NSRWA of-
fice for an info packet and 
datasheet.

Herring Counts 
“One Fish Two 

Fish”
Timing: April 1- May 31, with-
in one or more “time blocks” 
(7-11am, 11am-3pm, 3-7pm), 
3-7 times a week (more is 
better).  You don’t have to do 
it all - the more volunteers 
the more we can spread out 
the workload!

Location: Veterans Memorial 
Park at the corner of Rt 3A 
and 139, South River Marsh-
field.

How long will it take? 5 min-
utes of counting fish each 
time you stop.

Training: Contact Sara

River Watch 
Water Quality 

Monitoring

If interested in volunteering please contact Sara Grady 
at 781-659-8168 or email sara@nsrwa.org
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NSRWA’s Spring 
2009 Events

To sign up or  

for more information 

contact us at 

781-659-8168 or paula

@nsrwa.org

New Tax Incentives for Land Conservation 

Thursday, April 2, 2009, 7 pm  • South Shore Natural Science Center, Norwell

Good news for landowners! Join us for an informative evening with conservation 
specialists about a new tax provision allowing for a 50% charitable deduction from 
gross income that can be carried forward for up to 15 years.  Workshop sponsored 
by NSRWA, Wildlands Trust, Trustees of Reservations, Mass Audubon, and the Nature 
Conservancy. To reserve a seat contact Samantha@nsrwa.org or call 781-659-8168. 

“Welcome to Spring” Walk on 
the Bay Circuit Trail (Part 2)

Sunday April 26th at 1 pm , Pembroke

The Bay Circuit Trail is a 200 mile footpath through 50 communities from Newbury-
port to Duxbury. Now over 140 miles are open to the public. Welcome spring and 
join us for a walk along sections of the trail that are in the South River watershed. On 
Sunday April 26th at 1:00 pm (phase two of the Bay Circuit Trail walk) we will continue 
to explore the trail in Pembroke. Pre-registration is required as the walk in limited to 20 
participants. Parking and directions will be provided at registration. Suggested donation 
is $5 per person. 

NSRWA’s 
22nd Annual River 

Clean Up Day
Saturday, May 9th   9 am - Noon

What doesn’t belong in a river? Trash 
- including plastic bags, coffee cups, 
nip bottles, typewriters, construction 
debris, etc. Help the river you love 
and join our annual river clean up. It’s 
a great way to get family and friends 
out on the river. All are invited to join 
us for this important community 
event to beautify and cleanse our 
rivers of debris! This is our 22nd year 
of scouring the shores of the North & 
South Rivers and their tributaries. 

We provide the trash bags, rubbish dis-
posal and the cookout at the Driftway 
Conservation Area. You supply the en-
ergy and get the job done. Watch your 
mailbox for more information. Kids 
can earn points towards the Water-
shed Explorer’s Club for participating 
in this event.

Discover Cove Creek:
Lady Slippers and Spring Ephemerals Walk

Nelson Forest Marshfield  • Saturday, June 13, 2009 at 10 am

Join Steve Ivas, former NSRWA Executive Director and renowned local naturalist, on 
a walk to explore the Nelson Forest in Marshfield.  This beautiful conservation land 
abuts Cove Creek, a tributary of the North River. This is a great time of year to look 
for the last of the Lady Slippers and spring ephemerals! Come learn more about this 
wonderful conservation land owned by the New England Forestry Foundation. Pre-
registration is required as the walk in limited to 20 participants.  Parking and directions 
will be provided at registration. Suggested donation is $5 per person.

A Workshop for Landowners

Yoga at the 
River’s Edge

Photographing the Upper Reaches Paddle
Saturday, June 20, 8:30 am - 11 am

The focus of the paddle will be photography moments on the upper reaches of the 
North River. The paddle will begin at 8:30 am and finish before 11:00 am to catch 
the beauty of a summer morning! Paddlers are encouraged to bring a camera and 
waterproof storage bag. This will be a gentle paddle with emphasis on not disturbing 
the wildlife and getting great shots of the wildlife. Paddle leader and board member 
Andy Hebert will supply tips to get the best shots. Meet at the Hanover Canoe Launch 
by 8:15 am. Pre-registration and PFDs are mandatory; limited to 8 boats.  Suggested do-
nation $10 per person.

Saturdays, 8:30-10 am, 
June 13 - September 19 

Various outdoor locations.

Watch our website for more info, or 
email hellokezia@verizon.net to join 
the yoga mailing list.
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Calling All Kids 
and Parents!
Our New Watershed Explorers 
Club Is Set To Blast Off!

The NSRWA is excited about our new Watershed Explorer’s Club (WEC), 
geared for kids ages 8-12. We created the club to engage children and 
their families in fun, stimulating, educational and challenging activities 
to develop their knowledge about water issues. Our ultimate hope is 
that WEC can help us foster the next generation of river stewards.

WEC is a combination of online and real world projects and games, all of 
which should not take much time or materials and some of which will 
encourage outdoor activities. Online activities will include instructions 
for projects such as building a simple terrarium or a miniature water 
cycle, puzzles, word games and interactive computer games, all related 
to water issues.  Outdoor activities coincide with our walks, paddles and 
other NSRWA events to get families outside and learning together.

Each activity that a child participates in will earn them points for prizes 
(like movie tickets!) Kids can earn extra points for volunteering, such as 
participating in NSRWA’s Clean Up Day, scheduled for Saturday, May 9.  

Joining the Club is easy just visit our website at www.nsrwa.org and 
check out the different activities. Have your child complete an activity, 
then help them complete the survey related to the activity. Enter the cor-
responding secret code word or answer the question for that activity and 
we will keep track of your points and notify you when you reach 100!

The Watershed is just waiting to be explored--talk to your kids about 
joining the Watershed Explorer’s Club and visit our website to find out 
more!

Yours truly,

Wally W. Watershed

survival therefore enabling it to mate and 
pass on this new flash pattern to its off-
spring. Until, that is, the Photuris fireflies 
have had time to learn that pattern and the 
whole process starts again.
 Ellychnia avoids this predation issue 
by being active during the day when it is 
possible to see who is trying to attract you, 
and by conducting your business before 
the Photuris fireflies have arrived on the 
scene.  
 All of which means we humans can 
enjoy chasing fireflies of one type or an-
other spring, summer and fall, and, if we 
are lucky, even on a balmy winter day.
 Many scientists believe that firefly 
populations are disappearing. You may have 
noticed far fewer fireflies as an adult than you 
did as a kid. But to really understand what is 
happening to fireflies, scientists need a lot of 
actual data, do a firefly census. If you would 
like to help the scientists collect this data, 
and learn more about fireflies in the process, 
consider joining the Firefly Watch Citizen 
Science program at the Museum of science. 
You can check it out at www.mos.org/firefly-
watch
 If you would like to read more nature 
stories, check out my website at www.back-
yardbiology.net

Chasing Fireflies
continued from page 10

by Don Salvatore
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GARDENING 
GREEN EXPO  
10-4, Cushing Center, Norwell

Green your garden this year at the NSRWA’s first ever 
Gardening Green Expo, sponsored by the NSRWA’s 
Greenscapes program! You’ll find a huge selection of 
plants, herbs, and vegetables to order (discounted from 
one of the foremost nursery suppliers in the country), 
products such as compost tea and rainbarrels, and ad-
vice from landscape designers and organic farmers. 

Look for more information in 
our weekly e-mails and on the 
NSRWA website, www.nsrwa.
org Admission is free, but all 
the organic products, informa-
tion, and large selection of dis-
counted plants are priceless.

Don’t Miss the NSRWA’s “BIG DAY”
Saturday, May 2nd

We’re having two terrific events at the Cushing Center in Norwell.
You’ll want to come to both!

LA FIESTA DE LOS RIOS

CINCO DE MAYO
Translation: Party for the Rivers! 

Put on your sombrero and serape or just come as you are 
to our Cinco de Mayo party. Like our neighbors south of 
the border, we’re supplying all the right ingredients for 
a fun-filled, toe-tapping, heart-warming evening. We’ll 
have music, salsa and other Mexican fare, spirits such as 
Margaritas, Sangria and Dos Equis, dancing, and more! 
As this goes to press we’re still working out all the de-
tails, so check out our website 
and weekly e-mails for more 
information. 


